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FOR AN AMERICAN BOY-MONK
IN NEPAL, THE PATH TO BUDDHISM
BEGAN IN BEVERLY HILLS

TD ) wha ancounter him ar the Hima-
layan monastery in Hepal, the litle
American ks & myatary. A shy, gentle
oy with soulfil blus syes, he con-
verses in fiawless Tibotan and Nepall
but must atreggle 1o communicate with
‘Westamars in his ciasaroom Epglish,
He iy called Thubten Wengchuk, but hs
dimly romemibers having anothes
nama whan ho lived in Katmando with
thi Tibetan tamily who raised him lrom
the age af 3 untl he entared the mon-
metary in 1976 Now 11 and an drdained
mank, He haltingly explain ihat his
mothes, Thubilon Angmo, iz a Buddhisl
nun. His fathar, he says, Is imknown o
him. immigration officials arg baffled
by the boy's préssnce in (el country,
and even ihe LS Embassy can supply
few dotalis except that the child's oftl
cial guardian I8 the hoad lama at ine
monasiery called Kopan Gompo.

Ta the lamas there, Wangehuk ks
simply & “child of the universa™ wha
cama loto their midst by divine prece-
dalnmen). When his mother brought
him ta thom, they quastionsd him,
prayed foi him and discornpd the “igh!
0 his eves” that marked him for the
| manastic lie. He has lved and studiad
i1 this Himalayun hamlet sver sinca,
axoopl [of two wosks In 1980, He b
Liught o msal even the most bizama
| superionces with sccepiancs, yat be

John Meston, the late creaior and pro-
ducer of the Gursmoks serles on radic
and TV. Roaemary comminead sulcide
&l tha age of 35,

The story of tho family is told by
Thubiten Wangchuk's great-grand-
mather, Bornading Szold Frite, whose
cousin was the founder of Hagsssah
and who was herseil ona of he tirst
Paris carraspondents for the New
Yarker, It was sho who sen round-trip
tigkols te Thubten Wangohuk and his
maiher last yaar, a0 that the boy could
dincovar his “root="" in Beverly Hills,

Har understanding of his deating ba-
gins with her recallsction of her daugh-
e, Resemary. "Everyihing about

¥ was il ¥ .
she says, "bulshe wos  traubled ro-
mantic. Her draams didn'l come true
and sha cooldn') atand (1. Atter hae di-
warco from John, she lell into a deep
despondency she couldn’t shake, ang
=he just withdrow from the warld
Rosemity tried jo commit suicide a
numbaer of times, and Feathar lved
with ma during those parloda”™

By the lima of Bosamary's death,
John Meston had martied o formar
sctrass-modol known as Batfe Ford
She was one of iha firet lemals mata-
dors. "Belte was an enormous fnfiu-
unce on Faathet and sha tried to bmi-
tats Hane in clothes and style,”

2l botrays somae af tha
mamaoary of the long airplans jida last
yaar that fook him 1o 388 an aging rela-
tve in a place called Bevorly Hills,
Thaugh he speni 10 days in Callfornis.
his clearest memary seems o be the
mavie on the plang; "Il waa much fight-
Ing, & war. | did rot ke i

How did ap American boy coma 1o
beaB mank in ihe
Whare did he come from?

The anawirs lis In the story of an ex-

Vtraordinary Amarican tamily. Thubien

Wangehuk's mother is Foaibher Meston
Groenberg, who grew up in Bevarty
Hills and was educated nt the Interna-
tional School In Geneva, Swiizerland,
Her mathar, in tum, wes Rosemary
Garver Maston, a Vogue model and ac-
tress who was the toast of Landon in
har time (the British press called hap
“ihe Golden Arrow” ) Mike Todd and

|Michael Wilding waro among hef sult-

ors belfore she finally setted down with

a al the Interna-
tionsl School.

After graduntion fram 1he Intema-
tional Echool, Feathor returned (o Los
Angales, whete she attanded Occiden-
ial College and USC, then began & c4-
rovar In sooial wiotk. It was n the late
1960a thal she met Lawrence Groon-
berg, an artisi, of & pacty; they married
=soon after. “Feathar was a mambaor of
The gansration they call iower chil-
dren,” " mecafis Befnadine Fritz “She
was disappoinind wilh social work. She
found that instead of helping people,
ahe aal ol & desk and wrote records
and ligures in red Ink all day. Thal was
natwhat she wanted to do with hat lile.
She foll Lawrence would Lake her
away from this country and » life she
didn’| want.”

Barnading was sympathatic to her
granddaughiors wish 1o move on. Dur-
ing an ilustrioud loumalistic caresr in
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Parts, she had lraveled In 1he socantric
company of Scott and Zelda Fitzger-
ald, Ernest Hemingway, Hanry Miller,
Gertrude Stein and Anats Nin, She was
afso the survivor of three umulivous
marriages and 10 yaars In China.

In the spirlt of adveniura, she under-
wrote the newlyweds' move 1o Europe.
Within a year Feather gave birth in Ge-
neva to a son whom they called Daja
Mizu, a Japanese name. Mol long after,
the family maved to Spaln and later
Caortu. Then, sometime in 1972, thay
bought a used Volkswagen bus and sel
off overland through Egyp! and into Af-
ghanistan. Se1 upon by bandits, they
wara stripped of their possessions and

One of Wangchul's favorite niches ls Ko-
pan's tranguil, woll-stocked library, whers
o roads Tihetan scriptures.

left on a dirt read, Evaniually a jeep
cama along with two young English
pecple in it. They ware en route {a In-
dla ta meel the Dalal Lama and Invited
the Greenbergs along. "' guess thal's
what started It all,” says Bernadine
Fritz.

Feather's conversion was swifl.
Soon after they arrived In Indla, she
met Lama Yeshe, head of the Kopan
Gompa In Nepal, Tha American lamily
followed him to Nepal, and both Feath-
orand Lawrence tock a course in Bud-
dhist studies. She decided to be or-
dained as a gefsul, took 36 vows for
life, Includi y, and
the nama Thublen Angmo.
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Har husband apparantly did not ap-
prave. “| have a sort of maliclous feel-
Ing that he thought that would be the
end of my support,” says Barnadine
Fritz, "He was very much against i,
and ona day he just disappeared into
{he Himalayas and walked uniil his san-
dals fell off and his feet were bloody,
Some villagers found him and brought
him back to Katmandu, Afier that he
wenl barserk and staried throwing
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tocks af tha US. Embasay and the
fnanastery. The embasey realized that
this fad hiad gone off his head and sent
i Back 16 this sountry. I've lost

tmck of him since.”

Feather remained commitied, plac-
g her 3-yaar-old son, Daja; with & Ti-
betan family and eniering & retrest in
India, When Daja was 6, shoe wani back
16 Hepal ta place him in the monastery.
“Ina way | atiered my son to Buddha,”
Foathar, now 38, at the time.

thought of him as a poor litthe wall far
from home," she says. “But when | met
him, | saw | could keep my

kind of adopted each ofher, but | don't
think he misses me.” Her son has plain-
"

for mysall. Ha (s 50 happy, Whaen he
cams 1o vislt, nothing astoundad him. i
waa as though he'd been bam rght
hara in Cokdwator Canyon, Ha just ac-
cmplad that there are some things in
ane part of the world and other things
Inanother part.”

Hiz mother believes thalr ife apart s

l bettar for both of them.

Yr'm still a chitd myssll, really, and the
alation allows him lo be ralsed happlk-
Iy and wisely and allows me the free-
dom to do my spiritual work."

He ks indoed a happy child, though
s l1fes b tar from his birthright, Each
dawn, before the mist has Nled off the
Himalayas, Wangchuk and his 20 lellow
monks rise. wrap themselves in their
plum-and-salfron robes and gather a1
fhe temple far mormning prayers. Aftera
treakiast of coroal and bultered Tibat-
AN taz, they begin the day's classes in
English, Tibatan grammar, raliglon,
philesophy snd painting. Aller a lunch
poneisting usually of vegetable soup
and bread, the boys return to classes.
Farmal debate oocupies most of the
ihernoon and evening, bul nol the sort
o debate tamiliar (o American tu-
demits. "We dobale whal is change,
whinl 5 the meaning of color, what is
fight, what is wrang,” explains Thublen
Hangeohuk with 8 shrug that asks: What
=67 Afor a linal hour of chanting,

Ive It monks return to their paliets
Babeep by 10 pam

On Sundays, they clean, work in the
jardens and visil Ihelr tamilies. Thub-
o0 Wangohuk olien spends the day |a-
sorigusly writing letiars to his mother
n the strange tanguage of English

M he continues his studies and pro-
Jremsas through the five stages of the
nenastic fifo, Thubten Wangehuk by
he age of 20 will become a geshe, a
legree oquivalent 1o a Ph.D, in philos-
Iphy. Beyond that lie the 253 vawa re-
fared of & lama and the: strugghe to
Barlly tha mind of the 84,000 dalu-
llges that Buddha counted. “When
ha mind bacomes pedfocl, you be-
wme lama, " he explains. "Somelimeas
Inaver happens.™

Hes teos for room and board, $11.53
fer month, are donated by Bernadine
Iritz. who has begun lo study Bua-
ism hersell «t the age of 87, Already
e has jearned B greal deal YAt Tirst, |

“Hiin mather put Dajs there for lile s s
@'m-mmunm
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“Thera's still & bond there you can't
deny,” she has said, "I vislt him, Wa've

by astary In many
areas, Unarringly gentle, he steps
aside for insocts on the paths at the
monastery; he will not so much as swat
81 a biting mosquito on his shoulder,
Yo who could be surprised that, like
any other it boy, Thubten Wangehuk
feals alono al timea? His last words to
& visitor, whizpered out of parshot of
his friends, were wistfully squivecar
“I'm happy. but | miss my mother,”
CHERYL MCCALL
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